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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sometimes used as an Opera House, sometimes as an Odd Fel lows'
Hall, sometimes as a sewing factory, number 140 East Main Street has, in
the past, proven to be a very adaptable building. |+ looks north at the
southwest corner of the intersection of East Main Street (Md. Route 32)
and Lincoln Road in Westminster on lot 13 of "New London". The Bastille-
like north (entrance) front of the building is defined by "3" - i+ is 3
stories tall, 3 bays wide, and built in 3 sections (with a western addition)
in a U shape. In the center of the ground floor, above a low coursed
fieldstone foundation, is the double entrance door. An 1887 engraving
shows the doors to have been panelled, with an 8-1light transom. Today
they are all glass, each has 18 lights, with a transom (for both) of 21
lights. The door, now as then, has a simple 3-part bracketed denticulated
entablature. On each of the 2 stories above (the central section is
recessed about five feet) is a double window, each with 6/6 panes, and an
entablature similar to the door's. Above the third floor, the flat Flemish
Bond walls continue up 10 feet to hide the tin hipped roof; this stage set
is pierced by a central round window (which is bordered with a soldier
course) and is topped by a simple two-post entablature. The flanking sections
are identical to each other; each has a ground floor 6/6 window, an elongated
6/6 window on each of the second and third floors; the central sections *
round window is repeated, as are the windows' entablatures. Sometime af1.
1887, a recessed 6 course common bond three-story section was added to the
west; it has a ground floor many-panelled double door with a six-light tran-
som, and one 6/6 window per floor above, treated similarly to those on the
other sections. The section's shed roof slopes to the south, and has a
simple 2-part entablature to the north, a more elaborate 2-part denticulated
entablature above the blind west front.

Opposite, the east front is in two sections; a five bay original
section and a three-bay shed-roofed southern addition. Both are laid in
five course common bond. Originally, all but one of the 15 bays of the
front section were 6/6 windows. Since then the former door (the rear ground
floor bay) has become a window, and three former windows (from the north,
the second and third second story bays and the fourth third story bay)
have become doors. Another change occurred when an 8-panel door was added
towards the north of the ground floor; the door repeats the north facade's
windows. The section is topped by a two-part denticulated entablature simi-
lar to that on the west facade.

The southern wing's shed roof is covered with corrugated sheet
meta! (as is the maln section's hipped roof). Below it are three 6/6 second
story windows with, on the ground floor, a single pane! door to the south,
and two eight-light casement windows, All windows in both sections have
white wooden sills and three course gauged flat arches. The old engraving
indicates a significant raising of the streets during the past 100 years
the main entrance door is now flush with the sidewalk (it then had a flig
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the main facade of the "Old Opera House" seems to be
excessively praised or damned locally, It is difficult to deny the basic
truth that the texture of East Main Street would be radically altered

without it.

Except for the Fire Hall, and the tower of the now doomed

St. John's Church, the south side of East Main seems to have a self-imposed

40' building height limitation.

Moreover the

last two structures break

the ceiling by means of slender spires - the Opera House does it massively

in its full S0

width.

Although some enthusiasts have attempted to create

a 300 year old link between this pile and Hardwicke Hall, probably a lessed
forced conceit would be to attempt to compare its stark facade with the
uncompromising nature of the new brutalism, or with Victorian factory

designs.

late - from 195)

to 1975.)

general coziness of the rest of Main Street.

(The building did, in fact, serve as a factory, but a century too
This frank power is in marked contrast to the

Fittingly, stories about the building are few, and are also brutal
in nature; during the Civil War/Reconstruction period, when local feelings
were strained, one show at the Opera House featured satiric impersonations

of Lincoln, Grant, etc.
tertainer was found

owner.)

in the rear stables.

The next morning the decapitated body of the en-
(This is by way of the present

During the early 19th century (c. 1820) the lot was the site of

Jacob Mathias' tanyard, shop, and residence.

Mathias sold the

lot to the

Intfernational Order of Odd Fellows (Carroll County Deed Book 16, Page 530,
May 13, 1854) for $375, who kept title, under various names, until they sold
it to the L. Needles Brookes Realty Company on January 2, 1926 (146/456),
This Company quickly passed title to T. Arthur Smith and Anne Davidson

Smith on October 4, 1927, whose trustee sold the place, after their deaths,
to the Carroll Amusement Company on November 2, 1944 (185/22, Equity case

no. 7585).

As noted, it became a sewing factory when the English-American

Tailoring Company took title on April 4, 1951 (208/238), until the present
owners, George E. Trump, bought the place on Washington's Birthday, 1975

(588/38).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Being all of lot I3 in the town of New London now in Westminster.
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of five steps) and the east facade had visible cellar windows - only the 3 course
gauged flat arches remain.

The south facades of the two sections are chaotic - there is a boarded-
over door to the west in the main section, with two windows (/6 and [/4) bays
on the second floor ( a central door and four 6/€ windows) with only the first
and fourth (from the east) having arches (3 courses, gauged and flat). The three
western ground floor windows have been filled-in by cinder blocks and bricks;
there is a central large delivery door (probably dating from the sewing factory
davs). |ron fire escanes decorate the east and south facades, rising three floors
on the east and two on the south.
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